“Ask Not” 

Amateur Filmmaker Contest Submission Terms and Conditions

Overview

WHYY and ITVS invite you to share your views in a short film on the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in the first ever WHYY Amateur Filmmaker Contest. 

The film submission period will run from May 13 to July 31, 2009.  Please refer to the film guidelines, rules and regulations below for information on the content and format of film submissions.  

Amateur filmmakers are encouraged to submit their short film relevant to any aspect of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.  Short films may be of any genre (music video, interviews, etc). However, please be reminded that each film will be scored based on the following: 

1) Relevancy of the film to the topic (“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy)

2) Content and subject matter according to WHYY’s TV Ratings (TV PG) PLEASE NOTE* that films with mature and/or inappropriate subject matter will not be considered. 

3) Quality of Cinematography

4) Quality of Direction

5) Film Running Time will be 10 minutes or less

The “Ask Not” Amateur Filmmaker Contest judging panel will select at their sole discretion filmmakers that it believes are equipped to impact the world through art and film. 

Submissions will be critiqued based on the following criteria: 

1. Filmmaker vision

2. Production quality of work

3. Skill in Story Telling

4. Film objective met as defined in profile

5. Compliance to WHYY TV-12 viewership ratings(rephrase?)

6. Film running time will be 10 minutes or less

Eligibility Requirements and Guidelines

· Film entries must have an underlying theme or relate to an aspect connected to the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy mandated by federal law Pub.L. 103-160. 

· Film submissions are open to anyone who wishes to enter.

· All contestants must be at least 18 years of age or have a signed adult consent form.  (Please see the attached consent form)

· Films will not be returned, so please make a copy of film submission

· Films in a language other than English must be subtitled in English for presentation.

· A submitted film shall not have been previously broadcast, transmitted or distributed commercially prior to its submission to the “Ask Not” Amateur Filmmaker Contest, nor shall a Submitted Film have previously received any awards or accolades from any other film festival or contest. 

· Any content deemed pornographic, libelous, or otherwise injurious by the “Ask Not” Amateur Filmmaker Contest judges will be, in their sole discretion, disqualified. 

Clearances 

· The filmmaker is solely responsible for obtaining from all applicable individuals or entities, any and all required rights, releases, consents, clearances, licenses and other authorizations (collectively, the “Clearances”) necessary to exploit the film as contemplated by this agreement, including without limitation, all clearances required to exploit and otherwise use this Film in the manner and media contemplated by this agreement.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the filmmaker is solely responsible for obtaining the following clearances: 

1. Location releases;

2. Releases from any person whose name, voice, likeness, or persona is referenced, shown, or otherwise used in the Film; 

3. Grants of rights from third parties who own any works upon which the film (or portions thereof) is based or whose life stories serve as the basis of all or a portion of the film (collectively, the “Underlying Rights”);

4. Release for any materials owned by third parties that are included in the film, including, without limitation, with respect to any sound recordings, compositions, film clips, artwork, photography, trademarks, logos, props, set dressing, and other materials included in the Film; and 

5. With respect to those individuals, if any, providing Clearances who are under the age of majority in their state of residence, the signature of the individual(s)’ respective parent or legal guardian (on the applicable clearances). 

Representations and Warranties 

· The right to distribute or otherwise exploit any rights in, to or derived from the Film have not been, and will not be, assigned or licensed to any party other than ITVS and WHYY, except in accordance with the terms of Agreement. 

· The producer has obtained from each contributor (including producer itself) authorization for “Ask Not Amateur Filmmaker Contest and WHYY and ITVS and sponsors, promotional partners, licensees or assigns (WHYY and ITVS) to use each contributor’s name, voice, likeness and persona in connection with any publicity for or marketing of the contest or otherwise in connection with the use and exploitation of the Film as contemplated under this agreement and the advertising, marketing and/or promotion of the products and services of WHYY and ITVS, and an undertaking that the contributor will perform publicity appearances in connection therewith if reasonably requested by ITVS and/ or WHYY. ITVS and/or WHYY shall not be responsible to pay any residual, reuse, or like fees in connection with the exploitation of the Film (or rights derived there from or ancillary thereto) hereunder. 

Indemnity

· The Producer hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless WHYY and ITVS and the WHYY and ITVS Partners from and against any and all claims, losses, liabilities and other expenses suffered or incurred by such parties arising out of or in connection with the breach of any of the representations, warranties, obligations, certifications or guarantees set forth in this Agreement. 

· You may submit more than one film, but each one must be on a separate DVD and must be accompanied by its own completed submission form.  There is no limit on submissions, but each film must be submitted separately. 

· Filmmakers must follow copyright regulations (no use of copyrighted material – including music—unless proof of written permission has been obtained).

· Titles and Credits must be included in your film. 

· Language and subject matter must abide by Public Broadcasting WHYY’s viewing ratings or will be disqualified.  Films will be previewed for content. 

· After submission, WHYY and ITVS have the right to screen films for promotional or otherwise reasons without charge. 

Screening Requirements

· Entries are accepted in two formats: DVD (Region 1)  and VHS, Please do not send Blu-ray discs

· Tapes and DVDs must be labeled with film title, filmmaker name, phone and email.  Please cue VHS tapes.

· Maximum time for each film is 10 minutes. Any film over 10 minutes will be disqualified.

· All entries must include: 

· VHS or DVD of film

· Entry form

· Synopsis of film (no more than 200 words please) 

· All costs for shipping submission materials to and from Philadelphia are the responsibility of the sender.  It is suggested that DVD’s are shipping in a protective envelope to prevent damage to disc. 

Submission Deadlines: Friday, July 31, 2009 NO EXCEPTIONS!

“Ask Not” Amateur Filmmaker Contest Entry Form

Name of Entrant: __________________________________________________

Title of Entry: _____________________________________________________

Production Information

Submission Format:  


□ DVD

□ VHS

Length (to the half minute): __________ 

Year of Production: _______________

Country of Production: _____________

Mailing Information

Address : 
_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

City: 

_____________________________________________________

State/Zip:
_____________________________________________________

Contact Phone: ___________________________________________________

Email: 
_____________________________________________________

Additional Information

You are: 
□ K-12 Student

□ Undergraduate/ Graduate Student



□ Faculty


□ Professional


□ Other

Important Information

Please include a synopsis of the film.  No more that 200 words please. 

By signing below, you agree to the following “Ask Not” Amateur Filmmaker Contest Terms and Conditions, and indicate that you have read and understood the “Ask Not” AFC entry guidelines. 

My film, if selected for the contest or other screening, will be available in one of the exhibition formats specified above by July 31, 2009.  I permit WHYY and ITVS to use my film, if selected, for its promotional reel.  WHYY and ITVS has a right to keep a copy of your film for archival purposes, and will not publicly screen it, other than as state herein, without permission of the filmmaker(s). 

Signature: _____________________________________
Date: ___________

