STATEMENT FROM MICHAEL HANSEN, CEO OF ELSEVIER’S HEALTH
SCIENCES DIVISION, REGARDING AUSTRALIA BASED SPONSORED
JOURNAL PRACTICES BETWEEN 2000 AND 2005:

“Elsevier prides itself on operating its business in the most
ethical, honest and transparent manner possible. We have been
stewards of the scientific record for more than 125 years and
we take our role in advancing medical and scientific research
seriously.

It has recently come to my attention that from 2000 to 2005,
our Australia office published a series of sponsored article
compilation publications, on behalf of pharmaceutical
clients, that were made to look like journals and lacked the
proper disclosures. This was an unacceptable practice, and we
regret that it took place.

We are currently conducting an internal review but believe
this was an isolated practice from a past period in time. It
does not reflect the way we operate today. The individuals
involved in the project have long since left the company. I
have affirmed our business practices as they relate to what
defines a journal and the proper use of disclosure language
with our employees to ensure this does not happen again.

We will continue to partner with all scientists and clinical
investigators, including those in the pharmaceutical
industry, to help communicate the findings of high-quality,
peer-reviewed medical research. We have strict disclosure
rules in place so that readers are aware of any financial
interests behind a specific article or journal, or when
entire compilation products are created for pharmaceutical
marketing purposes.

I understand this issue has troubled our communities of
authors, editors, customers and employees. But I can assure
all that the integrity of Elsevier’s publications and
business practices remains intact.”



