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WHYY TO AIR “FROM HEART TO HEART: BEETHOVEN’S PLEA FOR PEACE” WHEN POPE VISITS THE EAST COAST THIS SPRING
... The production features a talk about Missa Solemnis by the Pope Benedict XVI…

“From Heart to Heart: Beethoven’s Plea for Peace” featuring Maestro Gilbert Levine’s performance of the complete Beethoven Missa Solemnis (with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra & London Philharmonic Choir both specially flown to Cologne for this concert) airs on WHYY TV12, Sunday, April 13th at 3:00 p.m. and repeatedly on WHYY’s Y Arts Channel during that week. The program features the international quartet of soloists including Polish soprano Bozena Harasimowicz, Finnish mezzo Monica Groop, the great, late and dearly missed American tenor Jerry Hadley, and German basso Franz-Josef Selig. 

The concert was first broadcast in Europe (Germany, Austria and Switzerland) by WDR West German Television and 3SAT. Dr. Lothar Mattner, the German producer of that European telecast accompanied Sir Gilbert Levine to Princeton in February 2008. For the enhanced North American show, PBS has added to the viewer’s overall television experience by including many shots of the magnificent art and architecture of Cologne Cathedral, and a very special appearance -a talk about Missa Solemnis by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. 
 
Since 1997 Maestro Levine has worked with three of the premier orchestras in London —the Royal Philharmonic, the Philharmonic Orchestra and the London Philharmonic — on projects involving tours, recordings and television. In recent years, he has also enjoyed collaborations with the Montreal Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, and the Orchestra of Saint Luke’s. 
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