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FORMER UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE FOOTBALL COACH 

TUBBY RAYMOND SUBJECT OF WHYY PRODUCTION
…Thursday, October 7 at 8:30 p.m. on TV12…

Tubby Raymond, former head coach of the University of Delaware and member of the College Football Hall of Fame, is the subject of HOMETOWN LEGENDS: TUBBY RAYMOND, an original WHYY production airing on Thursday, October 7 at 8:30 p.m. on TV12. The 30-minute program is the fourth installment in a new WHYY series celebrating the lives of people from the Delaware Valley who have become legends.

The program contains commentary from Raymond, which includes thoughts on winning over 300 games, the death of his wife Sue Raymond, and his decision to retire after 36 years of coaching in Delaware. It also features vintage footage of Raymond during his coaching career, as well as interviews with David P. Roselle, president of the University of Delaware; K.C. Keeler, the current head coach of the University of Delaware; and Tubby Raymond’s son, Dave Raymond. 

Raymond, a native of Flint, Michigan, talks about his famous nickname given to him as a child. “I was a little bit chubby and I took offense to it. I just didn’t like it at all, and of course that made it stick.” 

He played football and baseball for the University of Michigan and later joined the University of Delaware staff in 1954. He served as an assistant football coach to Dave Nelson and also as head baseball coach. In 1966, Raymond became head football coach. “I was delighted. This is what I had waited a long time for,” remembers Raymond in the program.

“He was very passionate,” states K.C. Keeler, the current head coach of the University of Delaware, who played under Raymond as a student at the university. “I thought the best thing he did was have you understand the responsibility you had that when you played in that stadium, you were playing for a lot of people.”

Raymond’s teams went on to win three national titles, 14 Lambert Cup Eastern Championships and made appearances in 16 NCAA Division II and NCAA I-AA tournaments. He became the ninth coach in the history of college football to reach 300 victories. He was also inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 2003. 
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Raymond became known for inventing the “Delaware Wing-T offense” which was adopted by other college teams.  “It’s a three back offense that uses a lot of misdirection and a lot of angles. You go across the country and people are running the Delaware Wing-T,” explains Keeler.

He was also admired for his painting skills. “Every football player that completes their eligibility here, Coach Raymond paints a portrait of them,” explains David P. Roselle, president of the University of Delaware. 

Raymond’s personal life soon overshadowed his coaching career when his wife died of cancer in 1990. “I coached that fall. I was there in name only, really,” states Raymond. “I went to the games, but my assistant coaches really did the job. It was a difficult time.” Eventually, Raymond remarried and talks about the courtship of his second wife, Diane Esterling, in the program.

A highlight of Raymond’s career was on November 10, 2001, when he became one of the few college football coaches to ever score 300 wins. “I saw how great it was for the university and how great it was going to be for him,” states son Dave Raymond. 

Raymond announced his retirement in February 2002, leaving behind a coaching record that accounted for more than 50 percent of Delaware’s 575 all-time victories in 110 seasons of intercollegiate competition. Later that year, the Delaware Stadium playing field was formally christened Tubby Raymond Field in his honor. He still paints portraits of the senior players. 

Previous subjects featured in the HOMETOWN LEGENDS series included Phillies annoucer Harry Kalas, urban planner Ed Bacon, and scientist Dr. Ruth Patrick. 

Executive Producer for HOMETOWN LEGENDS: TUBBY RAYMOND is Trudi Brown. Patty Hartman is writer and producer.
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For Tubby Raymond photos, visit www.whyy.org/pressroom or call Daneil Mazone at 215-351-3316.

