[image: image1.jpg]tv | fm| web| community

WHYY, Inc. Independence Mall West 625 Orange Street http://whyy.org
150 North Sixth Street Wilmington, DE 19801
Philadelphia, PA 19106 302.888.1200

215.351.1200







Media Inquiries:






November 12, 2008

WHYY, Paul Marotta
pmarotta@whyy.org   
215.351.1265
WHYY SELECT DECEMBER TELEVISION PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

Love Train: The Sound of Philadelphia and

Boyz II Men Performs Journey Through Hitsville USA Concert
WHYY TV12 highlights during the month of December 2008 include some never before seen music specials including Love Train: The Sound of Philadelphia that dynamically captures the live power of one of the most popular styles of music, featuring some of the most recognizable songs ever written. Four-time Grammy winners Boyz II Men capture the original sound and spirit of Motown hits. The Priests in Concert at Armagh Cathedral, one of Ireland’s most prestigious cathedrals, delivers a unique concert performance celebrating music, faith and religion that will appeal to people of all walks of life. Also highlighting the month is Yanni: Voices, a collaboration with renowned producer Ric Wake, Yanni has discovered and developed four of the most exciting new voices in the world, contributing their combined talents to create a beautiful combination of original lyrics and imagery. In the series Frontline: From Jesus to Christ Part One, the viewer explores the life of Jesus and the movement he started, challenging familiar assumptions about the origins of Christianity while transporting the viewer back two thousand years. Also in December is Alison Krauss: A Hundred Miles or More, a memorable musical evening with one of the most original voices in American music featuring Krauss with her acclaimed band Union Station and memorable duets with country superstar Brad Paisley, legendary singer/songwriter James Taylor and British rocker John Waite.
Program schedule and descriptions are as follows: 
Love Train: Sound of Philadelphia 

Saturday, November 29 at 8:00 p.m. 

Love Train: The Sound of Philadelphia dynamically captures the live power of one of the most popular styles of music, featuring some of the recognizable songs ever written.  This two-part program (Part One debuting in December) chronicles the “sound” that put Philadelphia’s music on the international map, and features many of the beloved original artists who created it.  Performers include: The O’Jay’s, Harold Melvin’s Bluenotes, Russell Thompkins and the New Stylistics, Jerry Butler, The Intruders, The Soul Survivors, The Delphonics, The Three Degrees, Bunny Sigler and Jean Carne, as well as the 28-piece TSOP Orchestra.  The programs were filmed (in HD) in July 2008 before a live audience in Atlantic City at the Borgata Casino.

Boyz II Men: Journey Through Hitsville USA

Saturday, November 29 at 9:30 p.m.
Boyz II Men is one of the most successful R&B male vocal groups of all time, with sales of more than 60 million records, and five #1 R&B hits. In this 2008 concert, the four-time Grammy winners capture the original sound and spirit of Motown hits including Marvin Gaye’s “Mercy Mercy Me,” Smokey Robinson & the Miracles’ “The Tracks of My Tears,” the Temptations’ “Just My Imagination,” and many more. 
The Spirit of Christmas

Saturday, November 29 at 2:30 p.m.

The Spirit of Christmas is a composed of two classic Christmas stories performed entirely with Marionettes. The first story, Twas the night before Christmas, is based on the Clement C. Moore's familiar poem about Santa Claus' visit, and the second, "The Greatest Story Ever Told, tells the story of the birth of Christ. What the marionettes created for this 50's TV Christmas classic represented the cutting edge of creativity in puppeteering at the time and may have provided inspiration for future successes like Howdy Doody, Kukla Fran & Ollie, and much later the Jim Henson family of characters. These classic Christmas tales will be enjoyed by young and old alike. Children will discover them and adults will rediscover the warmth and charm of these classics. 
The Priests in Concert at Armagh Cathedral 

Sunday, November 30 at 6:30 p.m,

The Priests In Concert at Armagh Cathedral is a unique concert performance celebrating music, faith and religion.  The Priests (three priests from Northern Ireland, Eugene O’Hagan, his brother Martin O’Hagan and David Delargy) are three practicing Roman Catholic priests from Ireland who were brought together by their faith and passion for music and grew up singing together while also studying for the priesthood. In an amazing twist of fate, they were asked to record a demo which landed in the lap of Epic Records’ Managing Director Nick Raphael, who signed them on the spot, ultimately giving The Priests a worldwide audience to spread their message and music. Filmed at one of Ireland’s most prestigious cathedrals, in front of a specially invited audience, The Priests are accompanied by a full orchestra and choir, and sing some of the world’s best loved songs in multiple languages

Panda Tales

Sunday, November 30, at 8:00 p.m.
 

In a program that spotlights what has become San Diego’s royal family, the Giant Panda cub Zhen Zhen’s opening year of life was marked by not only her milestones but those of her siblings, as well as the massive earthquake in China that devastated the Giant Panda breeding center closely tied to the San Diego Zoo’s conservation efforts. Panda Tales is much more than a collection of “ahh!” inspiring images.  The program takes a serious look at the plight of the giant panda and how the San Diego Zoo’s program has affected the resurgence of this incredible species.

Celtic Woman: The Greatest Journey

Sunday, November 30 at 9:00 p.m.

The Celtic Woman journey to international renown began in 2005. Now, with more than 3 million CDs and DVDs sold in the US — including gold and platinum album certifications, a #4 debut on the Billboard Top 200 Chart, and being #1 on the Billboard World Music Chart for over 90 consecutive weeks -- three hit PBS TV specials, and concerts in front of over 800,000 fans in the USA alone, Celtic Woman remains a major force in the contemporary music landscape. All of the songs are intertwined using stunning scenic and landscape images of Ireland. This special showcases the amazing vocalists Lisa, Chloë, Órla, Méav, Hayley and the awe-inspiring fiddler Máiréad. The Special seamlessly takes the viewer on Celtic Woman’s Greatest Journey. A must see for all Celtic Woman fans and indeed new audiences alike. 

Yanni: Voices

Monday, December 1 at 10:00 p.m.

Over the past two years, Yanni has been immersed in the creation of his spectacular new project, Yanni: Voices. Collaborating with renowned producer Ric Wake, Yanni has discovered and developed four of the most exciting new voices in the world. In addition to composing and recording many brand new compositions, they have combined their talents to create a beautiful combination featuring Yanni’s classic compositions and the innovative imagery of original lyrics. The four vocalists each possess their own unique style. Tenor, Nathan Pacheco , Chloe, the classic musical diva, Latin sensation Ender Thomas and Leslie Mills, who possesses stunning vocal abilities, all combine for the live PBS concert special, and the show highlights the energy and mood of each artist's work with Yanni. 

Frontline: From Jesus to Christ Part One
Tuesday, December 2 at 9:00 p.m.

Frontline explores the life of Jesus and the movement he started, challenging familiar assumptions and conventional notions about the origins of Christianity. Drawing upon new and sometimes controversial historical evidence and interviews with the nation's leading New Testament scholars, the series transports the viewer back two thousand years to the time and place where Jesus once lived and preached. The film traces Jesus' life, focusing on the events that occurred after he died and on his first followers, the men and women whose belief, conviction, and martyrdom created a major movement that transformed the Roman Empire in the space of only three hundred years.
 
Andre Rieu: Live in Vienna 

Saturday, November 29 at 11:30 a.m.

Perennial PBS favorites André Rieu and the Johann Strauss Orchestra and Choir perform on the square in front of the imperial Hofburg Palace in the heart of Vienna. André Rieu: Live In Vienna features Rieu’s arrangements of notable compositions from famous Viennese composers, Johann Strauss, Franz Lehár and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, as well as Emmerich Kálmán, Robert Stolz and C.M. Ziehrer and one famous American — Richard Rodgers. All are presented against a background of some of the most beautiful scenery imaginable. Joining the orchestra and choir are the Ballet of Vienna State Opera, the Vienna debutantes from the Elmayer Dance School, the Platinum Tenors and sopranos Carmen Monarcha, Carla Maffioletti, Mirusia Louwerse and Suzan Erens. World-famous waltzes and melodies in Live In Vienna include Strauss’ “The Beautiful Blue Danube” and “Gold and Silver,” Lehár’s “Lips Are Sealed” and “Song of the Volga,” Stolz’ “Trees Are Blooming in Vienna,” Mozart’s “A Little Night Music” and many other sparkling selections. And, Richard Rodgers’ “The Sound of Music,” as viewers undoubtedly know, is the title song from the musical set in Austria.

Alison Krauss: A Hundred Miles or More
Thursday, December 4 at 9:30 p.m.

In an evening with one of the purest and most original voices in American music, the one-hour music special features Krauss in performances with members of her acclaimed band, Union Station, and special guest musicians. It also features memorable duets with country superstar Brad Paisley, legendary singer/songwriter James Taylor and British rocker John Waite, along with an infectious take on "Sawing on the Strings" with one of Krauss's longtime idols, Tony Rice, and musicians Sam Bush and Stuart Duncan.

Highlights of the program include a Krauss' duet with Brad Paisley on "Whiskey Lullaby," which won CMA Song of the Year, Musical Event of the Year and Music Video of the Year honors in 2005.  The program also features the duet "Lay Down Beside Me," on which Krauss teams up with John Waite, as well as her 2003 Grammy®-winning collaboration with James Taylor on "How's the World Treating You?," a country music classic first recorded by the Louvin Brothers in 1961. 
Great Performances: Pavarotti: a Life in Seven Arias
Sunday, December 14 at 8:00 p.m.


When Luciano Pavarotti died in September 2007, the world lost one of the greatest voices in all of music.  In celebration of Pavarotti’s peerless vocal talent and extraordinary international impact, Pavarotti: A Life in Seven Arias looks back over his legendary career, utilizing the arias with which he was most closely associated as a narrative framework.  From his humble origins in Modena, Italy, A Life in Seven Arias follows “the King of the High C’s” meteoric rise, spanning through his London debut in La Boheme, his triumph in La fille du regiment, and his iconic rendition of “Nessun Dorma.”  In addition to a treasure trove of classic Pavarotti performances, also featured are new and archival interviews with many of the tenor’s friends and colleagues, including Dame Joan Sutherland, Placido Domingo, Jose Carreras, and Juan Diego Florez.

Great Performances: Domingo, Netrebko & Villazon: Three Stars in Vienna

Saturday, December 6 at 8:00 p.m.


The legendary Plácido Domingo joins new superstars Anna Netrebko and Rolando Villazón—one of the leading dream couples in contemporary opera—for an open-air concert at the steps to Vienna’s magnificent Schönbrunn Palace.  Domingo, still a thrilling opera superstar after 45 years, remains a peerless master of suave lyricism.  Netrebko, the fiery Russian soprano, has taken the opera world by storm in a triumphant international career.  And Villazón—the dashing Mexican tenor with the achingly expressive voice—was discovered and mentored by Domingo himself.  The concert’s repertoire includes popular favorites by Lehar, Verdi, Strauss and many others.

Best of Johnny Cash: A Man and His Vision 
Saturday December 6 at 10:30 p.m.


Airing from 1969 to 1971, "The Johnny Cash Show" showcased the musical talents of the country's best artists; this collection rounds up some its most memorable performances, featuring the likes of Ray Charles, Roy Orbison and Bob Dylan, among others. Country legend and host Cash also performs some of his greatest hits, including "Ring of Fire," "I Walk the Line," "A Boy Named Sue," "Man in Black" and many more.

Johnny Cash with musical greats of Country music history including Johnny and George at Folsom Prison, Marty Robbins, Hank Williams, Loretta Lynn, Merle Haggard, and June Cash.

Lights: Celebrate Hanukkah Live in Concert 
Monday, December 8 at 7:30 p.m.
 

Lights: Celebrate Hanukkah Live in Concert, is a 60-minute special taped in High Definition before a live audience in Los Angeles, California.  Lights features a distinguished, diverse and dynamic ensemble of musical performers in celebration of the Jewish Festival of Lights. Craig Taubman hosts a musical extravaganza featuring the likes of the Grammy Award-winning group The Klezmatics; cantor/tenor Alberto Mizrahi (first introduced in the PBS success Three Cantors); top-selling jazz artist Dave Koz; soulful and dynamic Joshua Nelson; Emmy Award winning actress Mare Winningham; rising star Michelle Citrin, and many others.  The program celebrates the themes of hope, faith and family joy.  The music is both inspiring and fun. Lights promises to be a family favorite, during the winter holidays, for years to come. 

Mitzi Gaynor: Razzle Dazzle! The Special Years

Monday, December 8 at 9:00 p.m.


This broadcast premiere showcases the song and dance career of the star in Rodgers and Hammerstein’s celebrated South Pacific, and marking that 50th Anniversary as well as the 40th anniversary of Mitzi’s first of many TV specials. Along with extensive excerpts from her specials are interviews with colleagues and admirers including Bob Mackie, Carl Reiner, and Rex Reed. Mitzi is as beautiful as ever and touring next year in her new one-woman show "My Life Behind The Sequins." 
Monarchy: The Royal Family at Work
Monday, December 8 at 10:30 p.m.


Go behind the scenes of a state dinner in Buckingham Palace, the Queen's "official" birthday party and a royal garden tea.  Travel with the royal family as they "do the Queen's work" in this one-hour special that features highlights of a year with the CEO of the British Monarchy: Queen Elizabeth II.  

Salute to Vienna

Wednesday, December 10 at 7:30 p.m.
 

Performed in the opulence and grandeur of Vienna’s foremost concert hall, the Musikverein, Salute to Vienna celebrates some of the world’s greatest composers in one concert event. In the spirit of multicultural celebration, soloists from the United States and Austria perform favorites by Strauss, Lehar and Copland. This memorable three-part special includes the historic world-premiere pairing of the Vienna Boys Choir and the Boys Choir of Harlem. Popular excerpts from The Merry Widow, The Gypsy Baron and Die Fledermaus, as well as Gershwin standards from Porgy and Bess and Of Thee I Sing, make this program irresistible to music lovers everywhere. 
Great Performances: Hitman: David Foster and Friends
Wednesday, December 10 at 9:00 p.m. 

Legendary songwriter, producer, and maestro to the stars, David Foster has generated some of the world’s best known popular music, and collaborated with a veritable “Who’s Who” of superstars in a career that spans more than three decades.  In celebration of his remarkable achievements — including fourteen Grammy Awards and a host of other accolades — some of the biggest names in contemporary music gather for a one-night-only concert that brings down the house.  From the stage of Las Vegas’ Mandalay Bay, Andrea Bocelli, Josh Groban, Michael Bublé, Kenny Babyface Edmonds, Boz Skaggs, Kenny G, Peter Cetera, Brian McKnight, Blake Shelton, Cheryl Lynn, Charice, Katharine McPhee, and Andre Agassi join in the celebration, along with a special performance by Celine Dion and some long-distance best wishes from Kevin Costner and Barbra Streisand.

My Music: Love Songs of the 50s and 60s

Thursday, December 11 at 9:30 p.m.
 

A new My Music special makes the 50s and 60s pop era meet early doo wop. This cross-over pop and R&B special includes new never-before-seen performances with archival favorites of the 1950s and early 1960s (pre-Beatles era). Songs include a new performance of the original Penguins performing "Earth Angel,” and Lenny Coco & The Chimes with a new performance of "Once In A While.”  The Tymes reunite to sing "So Much In Love,” and the Clovers are together again to sing "Devil Or Angel.” Fred Paris returns from retirement to sing a new livelier version of "In The Still Of The Night.” The Four Aces perform a never-before-broadcast version of "Love Is A Many Splendored Thing" and "Tell Me Why.”  Also featured are archival favorites from Doris Day, Johnny Ray, Perry Como and many more of the 50s pop and early doo wop eras – all together in one great show.

Victor Borge: 100 Years of Music & Laughter!

Saturday, December 13 at 10 p.m.

An all new 60-minute special narrated by Rita Rudner, featuring Borge’s funniest and most memorable skits — a truly unparalleled collection not to be missed.  Rare archival footage from the Borge family vault makes Victor Borge: 100 Years of Music & Laughter! a program the viewer will long remember.  Hailed as a child prodigy, Victor Borge began his performing career with a piano debut in 1926 at the age of seventeen.  For eight decades he was never out of the spotlight. “The Great Dane” of comedy, as the beloved international humorist and musician was known, was celebrated across the world for his unique blend of comedy and music. The show features Borge’s one-liners, falls, double takes, his mastery of piano variations and his outrageous stage antics.  Victor Borge has been recognized as one of the funniest performers the world has ever known. Victor Borge: 100 Years of Music & Laughter! contains such classic comedy bits as the timeless “Phonetic Punctuation,” “Inflationary Language,” “Autumn Leaves” with Robert Merrill, “The Opera Singer” with Marylyn Mulvey and many more.

###

WHYY is what a diverse community has in common. WHYY, through television, radio and other communications services, makes our region a better place, connecting each of us to the world’s richest ideas and all of us to each other.

