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POPE JOHN PAUL II: A SAINT FOR OUR TIMES AIRING ON WHYY TV12 THIS DECEMBER 
…Documentary Examines Life of the Late Pope as the Vatican Completes Process of Beatification ..
Pope John Paul II was one of the most widely traveled pontiffs in history. His trips to distant lands and his overtures to leaders of other faiths to make common cause in the quest for world peace endeared him to millions. When he died in 2005, the Vatican waived the five-year waiting period before considering beatification and moved almost immediately to “fast track” the process to name him a saint. JOHN PAUL II: A SAINT FOR OUR TIMES examines the life of Pope John Paul II through the process of his beatification, which is expected to be finalized this year, resulting in the first step to full canonization. 

The documentary, which airs as on WHYY TV12, Sunday, December 2nd at 9:20 p.m., examines the life of the late pontiff, beginning with his “baptism by fire” in war-torn Poland during World War II and continuing with his struggle for religious freedom in Communist Poland during the second half of the 20th century.

JOHN PAUL II: A SAINT FOR OUR TIMES looks at the effect the pope had on the fall of Communism in Poland after his accession to the papacy and the influence he had on the fall of totalitarian regimes as he traveled the globe, spreading his message in support of human dignity, religious freedom and human rights.

Vatican officials, friends, associates and ABC correspondent Bill Blakemore comment on the themes of John Paul II’s life and explain why this leader was beloved by millions of people within and outside the Catholic religion.
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WHYY is what a diverse community has in common. WHYY, through television, radio and other communications services, makes our region a better place, connecting each of us to the world’s richest ideas and all of us to each other.

