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GEORGE H.W. BUSH DISCUSSES THE CONSTITUTION’S ROLE DURING HIS PRESIDENCY IN PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION: GEORGE H.W. BUSH, TO AIR ON PUBLIC TELEVISION

Former President George H.W. Bush discusses the historic events that defined his term in office in PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION, a new series to be broadcast nationally on public television stations throughout October 2004.* Produced by WHYY-TV in Philadelphia in cooperation with the National Constitution Center, the series features one-hour interviews conducted by NPR Senior News Analyst Cokie Roberts with former presidents Bush, Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter. PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION marks the first time Americans will see and hear former presidents speaking candidly about how the Constitution affects presidential power. The series will also be broadcast nationally on NPR stations. 

Bush served two terms as a representative to Congress from Texas and was later appointed to a series of high-level positions including chairman of the Republican National Committee during the Watergate scandal. “They should have given me combat pay. It was the worst job in the world, ” jokes Bush in PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION: GEORGE H.W. BUSH.

He also served as director of the Central Intelligence Agency during a time when the organization was being investigated for conducting illegal activities, such as domestic spying and assassination attempts. “I have worried in terms of the Constitution about encroachment on that presidential authority over the CIA. You have to deal with bad guys if you’re going to get the best intelligence,” explains Bush.

After serving eight years as vice president, Bush became president in 1989 and was faced with a Democrat-controlled House of Representatives and Senate. “Every time I sent a proposal to the Congress, for the most part, some guy would say ‘dead on arrival.’ We got some things done, but it was through compromise and working behind-the-scenes.”

In the program, Bush discusses how the Constitution played an important role in his dealings 
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with Congress. In 1990, Bush made it clear that he felt no obligation to seek congressional sanction before employing military force in the Persian Gulf. “I could have sent American troops into battle without it,” states Bush. He eventually received Congress’ approval just days before the war began. He discuses the diary entry that he wrote on the day Congress voted to permit U.S. offensive against Iraq: The big burden was lifted from my shoulders, this constitutional burden, and the threat of impeachment.

Bush refers to the Constitution when discussing his nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas to the United States Supreme Court in 1991. “I think most recognize he is a constitutional man. He knows the Constitution and had the courage to stand up against this huge political assault on him.”

After hundreds of civilians were shot dead by the Chinese army in Tiananmen Square, Congress pressured Bush to cut off relations with China and issue additional sanctions. Bush did not comply. “It’s an example of how the Constitution gives the president the authority to make a very controversial decision and not be called on the carpet by 45 senators. I think I made the right decision,” says Bush.
Bush comments on the president’s veto power provided by the Constitution. “That’s something that you have to exercise if you’re going to try to do for the American people what you told them you’d do when running for office.” 

He also talks about the president’s power to pardon, which he exercised when he pardoned people involved in the Iran-Contra Affair. “It was controversial, but I was happy to do it. I was very proud of the fact that I pardoned those people and the Congress couldn’t do a damn thing about it. I loved that. Some will say it was political, but too bad.”

Bush states that he believes the indictment of Secretary Casper Weinberger cost him the reelection. “It was the end — the end of me. The man who brought down the indictment was a Democratic lawyer working for a big donor to Democratic causes.” Bush describes the indictment as, “pure politics.”

On his 18th birthday, George H.W. Bush enlisted in the armed forces and was the youngest pilot in the Navy when he received his wings. After graduating from Yale with a degree in economics, Bush embarked on a career in the oil industry. The George Bush Presidential Library and Museum is located in Texas.

Education material based on PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION will be available to schools online at www.whyy.org. Teachers will be able to download lesson plans and teacher’s guides to use in conjunction with each episode.
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Executive Producers for the series are Ken Finkel and Paul Gluck. Cokie Roberts and Mary  Martin are producers and writers. Editing is by Patrick Warner. Music by Bill Jolly. The series will be available on DVD.   
PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION was made possible by The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation and JP Morgan Chase. It will be made available to public television stations nationwide by American Public Television.
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About American Public Television: For 42 years, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations. APT distributes more than 10,000 hours of programming, including Discovering the Real World of Harry Potter, Globe Trekker, Muhammad Ali: Through the Eyes of the World, Nightly Business Report, Rick Steves’ Europe, Julia and Jacques Cooking at Home, Ballykissangel, Brian Jacques’ Redwall and Sinatra: The Classic Duets. APT is known for identifying innovative programs and developing creative distribution techniques for producers. In more than four decades, it has established a tradition of providing public television stations nationwide with program choices that enable them to strengthen and customize their schedules. Press should contact Donna Hardwick at 617-338-4455 ext. 129 or via email to mailto: donna_hardwick@APTonline.org. For more information about APT’s programs and services, log on to APTonline.org.
