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Terry gross: All she does is ask

“I try to show the connections between the person’s work and their life that led to that work.”

-- Terry Gross, Fresh Air host.

_____________________________________________________________

THE STARS RESPOND

“You know, my father instilled in me that…the car don’t make the man, the clothes don’t make the man, the jewelry don’t make the man, The man make the man.”

-- Ice Cube, gangsta rapper, movie producer and actor.

“I was on a search -- I wanted to discover woman-ness. I never had a female role model. My mother killed herself when I was 12, and I was very frightened of what it meant to be a woman because I thought it meant being a victim and dying.”

-- Jane Fonda, actor, activist and author.

“…When I was 17, 16…I’d sing those old Gospel songs for my mother, and she said, ‘Is that you?’ And I said, ‘Yes ma’am.’ And she came over and put her arms around me and said, ‘God’s got his hands on you.’”

-- Johnny Cash, late country musician and Rock and Roll Hall of Famer.

“…Prince Charles and Princess Diana were the guests of honor. …Prince Charles said, ‘I think I’ve seen you on television. Haven’t I seen you on television?’ I said, ‘Yes, actually you’ve seen me on television.’ But Diana said, ‘You were in the ‘Rocky Horror Show.’ And I said ‘Yes, ma’am, I was…but I’m sure that you haven’t seen it.’ She said, ‘Oh, yes, it quite completed my education.”

-- Tim Curry, actor, who first gained fame in “The Rocky Horror Picture Show.”

“The doctor took me by the arm….and, he said, ‘Don’t ever get angry with your mother, ‘cause you might kill her…Try to make her laugh.’ That was the first time -- and I did. …When your mother gives you confidence about anything that you do, you carry that confidence with you, and she made me believe that I could make someone laugh.”

-- Gene Wilder, actor, producer and author.

“I remember asking Rosemary (Clooney, his aunt) why she’s a better singer at 70 than she was at 21. …She said, ‘because I don’t have to prove I can sing anymore.’ That was a good acting lesson: not having to show off any more.”

-- George Clooney, actor, screenwriter and director.

“People ask me if I was the class clown. I said, ‘no, I wrote for the class clown.’ I have a strange imagination and some very odd desires, but I don’t have the courage to actually act them out.”
-- Harold Ramis, screenwriter who first gained fame as co-writer of Animal House.

--more--
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“I’ve always loved country music since I was a kid. My Mom would let me stay up past nine o’clock on a Saturday night to listen to the Grand Ol’ Opry. I was fascinated by it. I know it’s strange and quite unusual for a black, especially then, but that’s the way it was.”

-- Ray Charles, late singer, pianist, composer, nicknamed “Genius.”
“When I was doing “The Blues Brothers,” I always felt whatever artists we played with or worked with, they were never paid enough. We always felt a great reverence for Ray Charles, James Brown, Aretha [Franklin], and never felt that we were their equal, but we felt that we were really in service to their gift.”

-- Dan Aykroyd, actor, musician, interviewer and author.

“I knew in fifth grade that I was going to be a comedian. I had a plan then. The plan was first radio ‘cause there was no audience present and you could get away with more. And second step would be stand-up comedy, and once I was good enough at that, they’d have to let me in the movies, like Danny Kaye.

-- George Carlin, comedian, actor and author.
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