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SERIES: 
Former Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter and George H.W. Bush discuss the historic events that defined their terms in office in PRESIDENTIAL CONVERSATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION, a new series to be broadcast nationally on public television stations throughout October 2004. Produced by WHYY-TV in Philadelphia in cooperation with the National Constitution Center, the series features one-hour interviews conducted by NPR Senior News Analyst Cokie Roberts. An interview with Bill Clinton is pending.

GERALD FORD EPISODE:
Gerald Ford served as president from 1974 to 1977.

Ford discusses becoming president without being elected; his controversial decision to pardon Nixon; the War Powers Act of 1973; campaign finance; low voter turnout among young people; affirmative action and more.

Nixon’s pardon: “I had an obligation to spend all of my time on the problems of 200 million Americans, and the only way to clear the deck to get to the substantive problems that I faced was to pardon Mr. Nixon and get his problems off my desk in the oval office. It was purely practical.”

JIMMY CARTER EPISODE:
Jimmy Carter served as president from 1977 to 1981.
Carter discusses pardoning Vietnam draft evaders; the Iranian hostage situation; the national energy crisis; the Camp David Accords and more. 

The Camp David Accords: “My role as President was to take a balanced position between Israel’s government on the one hand and 
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the rights of the Palestinians on the other, and to deal equitably with

the Egyptians.” He states he feels “despair and disappointment” over the current state of the Middle East. 

GEORGE H.W. BUSH EPISODE: 
George H.W. Bush served as president form 1989 to 1993. 

Bush discusses heading the C.I.A.; the Persian Gulf; Judge Clarence Thomas; Tiananmen Square; the Iran-Contra Affair and more.

Pardoning people involved in Iran-Contra: “It was controversial, but I was happy to do it. I was very proud of the fact that I pardoned those people and the Congress couldn’t do a damn thing about it. I loved that. Some will say it was political, but too bad.”
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FUNDING:
Funding provided by The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation and JP Morgan Chase. 

DISTRIBUTION:
Made available to public television stations nationwide by American Public Television and to public radio stations through NPR. 
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