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OBAMA, MARKELL, DENN IN THE LEAD IN DELAWARE,
WHYY–WEST CHESTER UNIVERSITY VOTER POLL SHOWS
Presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama (D) leads Sen. John McCain (R) by 17 percentage points in Delaware, according to results released October 9 of a WHYY–West Chester University poll. The poll also shows Jack Markell (D) leads Bill Lee (R) by 31 percentage points in the race for Delaware governor. Matt Denn (D) leads Charlie Copeland in the race for Delaware lieutenant governor by almost 15 percentage points, according to the poll.
Conducted by West Chester University’s Center for Social and Economic Research, the poll questioned 429 registered Delaware voters certain (93.5 percent) or likely (6.5 percent) to cast their ballots Election Day. The randomly selected sample produced a distribution of registered Democrats and Republicans that approximates to within 1.1 percent the distribution of registered Delaware voters belonging to those parties.

Following are the percentages for political party identification: Democrats, 47.1 percent; Republicans, 30.3 percent; independent and other parties, 22.6 percent. The margin of error for those results is ( 4.8 percent.
The survey was directed by Drs. John Kennedy and R.L. Bernotsky of the Department of Political Science in West Chester University’s College of Business and Public Affairs.
Participants were asked which candidates for president and Delaware offices they would vote for if the election were held the day they took the poll, between October 7 and 9. Following are the results:
· President
· Barack Obama (D) — 55.5 percent
· John McCain (R) — 38.4 percent
· Undecided — 6.2 percent

· Governor
· Jack Markell (D) — 61.1 percent
· Bill Lee (R) — 29.8 percent

· Another candidate — 0.5 percent

· Undecided — 8.6 percent

· Lieutenant governor
· Matt Denn (D) — 53.2 percent
· Charlie Copeland (R) — 38.6 percent

· Another candidate — 0.2 percent

· Undecided — 8 percent

· U.S. Senate
· Joe Biden (D) — 64.5 percent
· Christine O’Donnell (R) — 28.5 percent

· Another candidate — 0.2 percent

· Undecided — 6.8 percent

· U.S. Congress
· Karen Hartley-Nagle (D) — 26.8 percent
· Mike Castle (R) — 65.7 percent
· Another candidate — 0.2 percent

· Undecided — 7.2 percent

· State Insurance Commissioner
· Karen Weldin Steward (D) — 42.8 percent
· John Brady (R) — 44.2 percent
· Another candidate — 1.2 percent

· Undecided — 11.8 percent
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