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CELTIC THUNDER ROLLS INTO WHYY TV12 STUDIOS
... Ryan Kelly and George Donaldson perform live …
  CELTIC THUNDER returns to WHYY TV12, Monday, June 2nd at 9 p.m., with some group members live in the TV12 studios. Creator and former producer of Celtic Women, Sharon Browne’s latest show features five male vocalists, collectively called Celtic Man.   
   Tenor Paul Byrom, born and raised in Dublin, Ireland, has been singing professionally since his teens, recording as a boy soprano at the age of 14. Byrom released his first solo album "Velvet," a collection of songs from the American Matinee era in 2005, and has performed all over the world.
Ryan Kelly, from the Moy village in County Tyrone, Northern Ireland, began singing at the age of seven in choirs. Actively involved in amateur dramatics, he played the lead in a production of "Blood Brothers" and Judas Iscariot in "Jesus Christ Superstar." Kelly performed alongside Simply Red in the BBC televised "Children in Need" charity concert at the Odyssey in Belfast, and finished second in the BBC television "Country Cool" competition in 2003.


   George Donaldson a well-established singer in the vibrant Glasgow and West of Scotland folk scene has performed in folk sessions for BBC Scotland, Glasgow’s own Celtic Connections, and the Glasgow West End Festival and at the famed Glasgow Barrowlands. A self-taught musician, Donaldson plays guitar, flute, mandolin, bodhrán and banjo, and has played alongside folk artists including Jim McCann and the Dubliners, across Europe, America and Canada.

   Keith Harkin, singer/songwriter/guitarist from Derry, Northern Ireland has been singing since he was 4 years old. Harkin played the lead in BBC’s "Dhá Theanga" (2006) and also composing and recording songs for the show, and has supported John Martyn and David Kitt in concert. Harkin is has his own album in the works and plays frequently in London. 
Damian McGinty, the youngest member of the group at age 14, lives and attends grammar school in Derry, Northern Ireland. Winning his first singing competition at the age of six, McGinty recently recorded a gospel CD, and performs in the City of Derry Choir, his local church choir, and the drama society. He has recorded a 14-track charity CD and performed at concerts for the Red Cross.
      From rousing ensemble numbers to solos showcasing each members’ vocal style and personality, CELTIC THUNDER performs powerful ballads, popular hits, and heartwarming songs of love and loss from across the Celtic music spectrum—Irish, 
Scottish, traditional and contemporary. The eclectic mix of music includes traditional songs ("Mountains of Mourne," "Come by the Hills," "Love Thee Dearest"), pop classics (Paul Anka’s "Puppy Love," the Eagles’ "Desperado," The Moody Blues’ "Nights in White Satin") and Coulter originals (Irish Rugby Football Union anthem "Ireland’s Call," "The Old Man," "Steal Away"), accompanied by The Celtic Concert Orchestra, a full band, bagpipes and monks. Choreography, dramatic lighting, visual effects, and a set resembling ancient stone steps and paths enhance the musical performance. Taped August 2007 at the Helix in Dublin, the group’s debut performance is a celebration of Celtic heritage and men—their loves, attitudes, individuality, power and strength, throughout life’s journey.
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